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In respect of premises containing or constructed wholly or in part of Sandwich/Insulated panel, the 
following procedures and processes are required to be in place and maintained as a minimum during 
the currency of the policy.  
 
These requirements do not apply to small dairy or supermarket-type internal refrigeration or chillers 
that are not walk-in. 
 
Site Management 
A site manager shall be formally appointed, who shall have responsibility for all aspects of risk 
control and maintenance, in respect specifically of the sandwich panelling and of fire hazards within 
and external to the premises generally. 
 
Installation 
Sandwich/Insulated panel material shall be installed and maintained in accordance with the 
manufacturer’s specifications. 
 
Maintenance 
Facings and Joints shall be maintained in place and in good condition. Formal inspection of all 
sandwich panelling shall be carried out weekly and recorded. 
 
Repairs and Maintenance 
Both Sandwich/Insulated Panel Permit and Hot Work Permit systems shall be maintained. 
 
Repairs, alterations, extensions, or new constructions in Sandwich/Insulated panel panelling shall be 
under the direct control of the site manager and carried out in accordance with best practise and the 
manufacturers recommendations and shall not involve the use of welding, grinders or other obvious 
ignition sources.  
 
Cold work procedures shall be adopted wherever practicable. 
 
Only proprietary and appropriate galvanised steel channelling and push fit mouldings that provide a 
flush panel wall shall be employed; no alternative metals, aluminium beading or channelling shall be 
used unless specifically approved by the site manager as a necessary alternative. 
 
Storage and Combustibles 
External Storage and activities shall be designated and carried out in such a way as to minimise the 
possibility of damage to Sandwich/Insulated panel panelling. 
 
No external storage of any combustible materials, such as timber, pallets, or crates, shall be 
permitted with 10 metres of Sandwich/Insulated panelling. 
 
Internal storage of combustibles shall be designated and maintained to ensure that it is at least 0.5 
meters clear of Sandwich/Insulated panelling. 
 
Ceiling/Roof spaces shall not contain plant unless it is installed in accordance with best practise and 
such spaces must not be used for the storage of any materials or equipment. 
 
Forklift trucks 
These should only be used in the vicinity of Sandwich/Insulated panelling if they can operate without 
undue risk of damage to panelling. 
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If there is less than 0.5 metres of clearance, then appropriate protection must be provided for the 
panelling. 
 
Parking for forklift trucks shall be in a clearly designated area with at least 1 metre of clearance from 
Sandwich/Insulated panelling. 
 
Charging of Electric Batteries shall not take place within a building containing Sandwich/Insulated 
panelling unless: 
 Charging is carried out well away from panelling, and 
 Adequate cross ventilation is provided to prevent flammable gases, and 
 Charger units are raised off the floor and located on a steel structure that is permanently fixed 

to the floor (and not to the panelling) and fire-resistant boarding providing a FRR of 60/60/60 
shall mounted between the rear of the charger unit and the Sandwich/Insulated panelling, and 

 Vehicle barriers shall be installed between the charger units and the parking areas, and 
 If batteries are removed from trucks from charging, they shall be mounted on charger units as 

described above and not charged on the floor. 
 
Penetrations in, on or through panelling 
Ducting shall only pass through panelling where no practical alternative exists, and shall be enclosed 
in conduit, or mounted on cable trays. All electrical cable penetrations shall be sleeved. 
 
Holes and gaps around such access, shall be stopped, capped and sealed with an inturnescent fire 
barrier or other suitable fire-resistant material. 
 
Any heater flue or other potentially hot trunking shall not pass through panelling unless installed in a 
non-combustible insulating sleeve at least 40mm thick. Alternatively, a proprietary sleeve system 
providing 60 minutes’ fire resistance is acceptable. Any gaps between sleeve and panel shall be 
stopped as above. 
 
Nothing shall be attached to Sandwich/Insulated panelling, but where such attachment is practically 
unavoidable then the attachment mechanism shall be approved by the manufacturer for the 
purpose or meet best practise and shall not expose the insulation core material and stopping as 
above shall be in place. 
 
Where equipment is attached to the panelling there shall be a suitable fire-resistant material 
providing FRR of 60/60/60 between the equipment and the panelling. 
 
No electrical equipment shall be recessed into the composite panelling. 
 
Maintenance of Electrical Supplies 
All major electrical equipment and cabling shall be inspected at least annually by a registered 
electrician. 
 
Major plant items, switchboards, transformers and associated cabling shall be annually inspected 
using thermographic analysis. 
 
Heating and Cooking Equipment 
Cleaning and preventative maintenance of any food processing, heating or cooking equipment shall 
be carried out in accordance with a formally recorded process that meets best practise and all health 
and safety standards. 



Ando – Sandwich Panel Endorsement 
 

Page 3 of 3 
 

 
In the case of deep fat fryer or similar equipment appropriate clean of ducting and filters shall be 
carried out at least monthly. 
 
Heating and Cooking equipment, and especially deep fat fryers and similar, shall be provided with 
appropriate fire suppressions equipment and first aid appliances. 
 
Hot Work 
All hot work shall be carried out under the supervision of the Site Manager. A Hot Work permit 
system shall be in place such that work on or adjacent to insulated panels shall be subject to a risk 
assessment prior to any work being undertaken. 
 
Hot work shall not be allowed in the vicinity of Sandwich/Insulated panels unless they are protected 
by non-combustible or fire-resistant blankets, drapes or screens. 
 
Fire Protection 
Polystyrene Sandwich/Insulated panel presents a major fire risk, which is most appropriately 
addressed with a complying fire sprinkler installation. 
 
As a minimum there should be a professionally installed, maintained and monitored smoke/heat 
detection system. 
 
 
 
 
 
 




